Research for development

Technology and innovation to reinforce entrepreneurial activities
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Fondazione Politecnico di Milano is an agile and operational
structure supported by Politecnico di Milano and some
important Founders. It aims to:

promote applied research;

share innovation with businesses and public
administrations;

foster education;
sustain university / industry joint initiatives;
develop international projects;

stimulate the creation of new technology-oriented
companies.

Fondazione Politecnico di Milano is the ideal place where
business activities, universities and public administrations
come together.
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European integration, market liberalization, and the
acceleration and diffusion of technological progress offer
the Italian economy new development opportunities.

In particular, industry must compete with the entrepreneurial
advantages of both developed and emerging economies,
where the incentives for research, innovation and
infrastructure improvements are stronger and more organic.

This is a commitment that cannot be delayed. It requires
the adaptation of both private and public activities, of
infrastructures and, more generally, of the culture of our
society.



It is of the outmost importance to stimulate the creation and
diffusion of knowledge, to transfer new competences to
productive realities and to the tertiary field, to discover new
possibilities for emergent businesses and to develop
adequate infrastructural measures.

With all this considered, structures of excellence in research
and education are playing a central role. As members of an
international network, they are competitive and able to
stimulate and maintain the innovation, adjustment and
internalization of both economy and infrastructures.



Since the beginning of the industrialization in Italy and
Lombardy, especially during the years of reconstruction and
industrial development, Politecnico di Milano has played a
fundamental if not unique role in the establishment, growth
and renovation of a great amount of business activities.

Since its foundation in 1863, Politecnico di Milano has
operated for the improvement of both economy and public
administration through innovative research, technological
transfer and education.

This was and remains the mission of Politecnico di Milano.



In order to contribute to the improvement of the industrial,
financial and tertiary fields and to multiply the connections
with advanced research centers, Politecnico di Milano has
given rise to a new tool: Fondazione Politecnico di Milano.

Fondazione is an agile and practical vehicle that opens
doors to complex research for business enterprises, develops
plans, encourages and supports the development of
structures and laboratories, extends excellent competences.

Fondazione Politecnico cooperates with Politecnico di Milano
by making it closer to productive realities, ‘more approachable
and better performing’, renewed in its relation to the ‘external
community’.



The renewal of productive cycles relies on the capacity of
foreseeing new perspectives, recognizing talents,
understanding and spurring new ideas.

Universities are important in sustaining the future generations
of entrepreneurs, but even more significant is the integration
with an industrial system able to pick up the challenges of
young people.

Fondazione Politecnico di Milano fosters the creation of
technology-oriented companies and actively works to insert
the Politecnico di Milano business incubator (‘Acceleratore
d’Impresa’) into a network of stable and solid contacts with:
the main national and international companies, for successful
collaborations; small and medium enterprises, for productive
joint activities; local and international administrations as a
stimulus for the development of an entrepreneurial European
system.



Fondazione Politecnico has been strongly supported not
only by the Politecnico di Milano but also by important
industrial units as well as private and public administrations:
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Camera di Commercio di Milano
Comune di Cremona
Comune di Piacenza
Eni

Indesit Company
Intesa Sanpaolo
Pirelli & C.

Provincia di Cremona
Regione Lombardia
Siemens

Univer Como

Univer Lecco Sondrio

One of the main objectives of the Fondazione Politecnico
di Milano is that of enlarging the network of subjects working
together for the development of new opportunities and
initiatives of common projects. That means new occasions
of development through a direct contact with the academia.

Different levels of participation have been defined: Founders,
Institutional participants and Participants.



804 professors
597 researchers

7 campuses

6 schools of engineering
2 schools of architecture
1 school of design

16 departments

32 undergraduate programs
2 in English

33 graduate programs
12 in English

25 Phd programs

300 licenses since 1998

More than 370.000 square meters
More than 350 laboratories

35.000 students

Every year
15% of Italian engineers
20% of Italian architects
80% of Italian designers
get their degree at Politecnico di Milano

Since its constitution 151.000 students have graduated here:
91.000 engineers
52.000 architects
8.000 designers

As far as international exchange programs:

more than 900 foreign students are enrolled at Politecnico
di Milano

more than 700 students from Politecnico di Milano study
abroad

Last update: February 2009



Fondazione Politecnico di Milano together with its Founders
is carrying out many initiatives and projects.

Energy and environment
Supporting the advanced use of energy infrastructures to
develop public utility services.

Innovative forms of business

Mastering business problems as to foster research and
technology transfer and facilitate the creation of new
entrepreneurial activities.
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Territorial valorization
Promoting cultural initiatives and educational structures for
the improvement and development of the economic context.

Comune

di Piacenza
University as local wealth
Making the most of a new university pole connected to the
local area, open to institutions, leading studies and projects
as regards accommodation and life on campus.

Innovation and technology

Responding to the challenges faced by the energy industry
by developing innovative projects to support competitiveness
and growth of the market.
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company
Technology, design and product development
Developing automation and information technology for the
house, improving security and comfort conditions, optimizing
installation and use of new products.
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Financing innovation
Defining and delivering new financial instruments to favor
technological innovation in the entrepreneurial system.

FRELL1

Applied research
Finding innovative solutions for next-generation optical
networking.

Competitiveness
Sustaining the competitiveness of the Lombardy system
through research and education.

SIEMENS

Global network of innovation
The Italian system
Reinforcing the ‘Italian system’ by means of a favorable
environment for innovation and technological development.

univercomao
UNIVERLECCO

Academia and industrial issues

Encouraging and widening university poles based on local
concerns and able to engage a constructive dialogue with
the industrial tissue.
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