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Why is it important to integrate biodiversity, climate 
adaptation and ecological connectivity issues into the 
spatial planning systems and territorial policies of 
the Alpine countries?

Mainstreaming ecological 
connectivity in spatial 
planning systems of the 
Alpine Space

Partners:

Urban Planning Institute of the Republic of Slovenia (SI, Lead partner)

Veneto Region (IT)

ALPARC – the Network of Alpine Protected Areas (FR)

Asters, organisation for the conservation of natural areas in Upper Savoy (FR)

Eurac Research (IT)

Ifuplan - Institute for Environmental Planning and Spatial Development (DE)

University of Würzburg (DE)

Salzburg Institute for Regional Planning and Housing (AT)

E.C.O. Institute of Ecology Ltd. (AT)

Municipality of Sondrio (IT)

The PlanToConnect project partners will 
cooperate with stakeholders in pilot areas to 
develop and test an Alpine spatial planning 
strategy for ecological connectivity, and a 
capacity-building package for its 
implementation. The aim is to identify the key 
cross-border areas for planning of ecological 
connectivity and to facilitate the upgrade of 
spatial planning systems and territorial 
policies to preserve or re-establish them.

Effects of human activities, infrastructures and 
climate change increasingly endanger habitats 
and ecosystem functions. Protected areas are 
essential for preservation of biodiversity and 
ecosystems. To be effective, they need to be 
connected by “ecological corridors” to form a 
coherent network of green and blue 
infrastructures. The network consists of e. g.,
rivers, wetlands, meadows, and forests,
allowing gene flow, migration and adaptation 
of species.

SUPPORT BY THE EUROPEAN UNION
THROUGH THE INTERREG ALPINE SPACE PROGRAMME:

Priority 1
Climate resilient and green
Alpine region

E� ects of human activities, infrastructures and 
climate change increasingly endanger habitats 
and ecosystem functions. Protected areas 
are essential for preservation of biodiversity 
and ecosystems. To be e� ective, they need 
to be connected by “ecological corridors” to 
form a coherent network of green and blue 
infrastructures. The network consists of 
e.g. rivers, wetlands, meadows, and forests, 
allowing gene fl ow, migration and adaptation 
of species.
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The PlanToConnect project partners will 
cooperate with stakeholders in pilot areas 
to develop and test an Alpine spatial 
planning strategy for ecological connectivity, 
and a capacity-building package for its 
implementation. The aim is to identify the key 
cross-border areas for planning of ecological 
connectivity and to facilitate the upgrade 
of spatial planning systems and territorial 
policies to preserve or re-establish them.
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Why is it important to integrate biodiversity, climate 
adaptation and ecological connectivity issues into 
the spatial planning systems and territorial policies 
of the Alpine countries?


